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Meredith Cripe, member, Chantilly, Virginia, Lit-
tle League Challenger League; and Hannah 
Storm, anchor, CBS News ‘‘The Early Show.’’ 

Statement on the Appointment of 
Tony Blair as Quartet Representative 
in the Middle East 
June 27, 2007 

Earlier today I spoke with Prime Minister 
Blair. It has been my pleasure to work with 
Tony Blair over the last 61⁄2 years. He is not 
only a friend but is also a visionary leader 
who has prepared his country to face chal-
lenges and opportunities over the horizon. 
Tony is a man who stands up for his beliefs 
and has the courage of his convictions. Be-
cause of his steadfast resolve in the war on 
terror, millions of people around the world 
now enjoy the great rights of freedom and 
democracy. 

I am pleased that this capable man has 
agreed to continue his work for peace in the 
Middle East. I welcome the appointment of 
Tony Blair as the Quartet representative. In 
his new role, Tony will help Palestinians de-
velop the political and economic institutions 
they will need for a democratic, sovereign 
state able to provide for its people and live 
in peace and security with Israel. I thank him 
for his willingness to give his time to this 
goal, which would be a historic step toward 
peace in the Middle East. 

As he leaves the post of Prime Minister 
and as he undertakes a new role as Quartet 
representative, the people of the United 
States of America express our gratitude for 
his strong friendship and his continued ef-
forts to lay the foundations for freedom in 
the Middle East. 

Remarks on the Nomination of 
Admiral Michael G. Mullen To Be 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
and General James E. Cartwright To 
Be Vice Chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff 
June 28, 2007 

The President. Good morning. Thank you 
all for coming. Mr. Secretary, thank you for 

joining us. I am sending to the United States 
Senate my nomination of Admiral Mike 
Mullen to be America’s next Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, and I’m sending my 
nomination of General James Cartwright to 
be the next Vice Chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff. 

Mike Mullen and Hoss Cartwright are ex-
perienced military officers. They’re highly 
qualified for these important positions. I 
thank them for agreeing to serve their coun-
try in these new capacities. We welcome 
Mike’s wife, Deborah, and sons, John and 
Michael. Thank you all for coming. Thanks 
for wearing the uniform. Hoss’s wife got 
stuck on an airplane. [Laughter] I’m sure 
she’s going to forgive him—[laughter]—and 
hopefully forgive me. I thank you all for 
being here and joining on this—joining these 
good men on this exciting day for them. 

America is at war, and we’re at war with 
brutal enemies who have attacked our Nation 
and who would pursue nuclear weapons, who 
would use their control over oil as economic 
blackmail, and who intend to launch new at-
tacks on our country. In such times, one of 
the most important decisions a President 
makes is the appointment of the Chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. The Chairman 
is our Nation’s highest-ranking military offi-
cer. He is the principal military adviser to 
the President, to the Secretary of Defense, 
the National Security Council, and the 
Homeland Security Council. He is respon-
sible for ensuring that our military forces are 
ready to meet any challenge. 

Admiral Mike Mullen is uniquely qualified 
to take on these important responsibilities. 
Mike has had an illustrious military career, 
spanning nearly four decades. He graduated 
from the United States Naval Academy in 
1968. He earned an advanced degree from 
the Naval Postgraduate School. He has com-
manded three ships, a cruiser-destroyer 
group, and an aircraft carrier battle group. 
He served as commander of NATO’s Joint 
Forces Command in Naples, Italy, with re-
sponsibility for Alliance missions in the Bal-
kans, Iraq, and Mediterranean. He served as 
commander of U.S. Naval Forces Europe. 

At the Pentagon, he has served as the 
Navy’s Director of Surface Warfare, Deputy 
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